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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. John Murtaugh on 6/30/10. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

List of amended claims appear on a fresh page below. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
1-9. (cancelled) 

10. (previously presented) A filter device comprising a housing, said housing enclosing at least 
two fluid filtration compartments, each filtration compartment comprising at least one filter 
membrane having a first surface and a second surface, said first surface of each filter 
membrane being in fluid communication with at least one fluid flow port, said second surface 
being in fluid communication with at least one fluid flow port, adjacent filtration compartments 
being separated from each other by an internal wall, said housing comprising at least two 
longitudinally extending shell portions, one of said longitudinally extending shell portions of the 
housing describing less than one half of the perimeter of said housing, wherein said internal wall 
comprises a first part and a second part, said first part being attached to a first longitudinally 
extending shell portion and said second part being attached to a second longitudinally extending 
shell portion, said first part having a free edge and said second part having a free edge, said 
free edges being configured to join to each other. 

1 1 . (original) The filter device of Claim 10, wherein each longitudinally extending shell portions 
has two longitudinal edges, the longitudinal edges of adjacent shell portions being configured to 
join to each other, and wherein the free edge of a wall part attached to a shell portion is not co- 
planar with the longitudinal edges of said shell portion. 

12. (original) The filter device of Claim 1 1 wherein a larger one of said longitudinally extending 
shell portions of the housing describes more than one half of the perimeter of said housing and 
wherein said free edge of said wall part attached to said larger shell portion extends beyond a 
plane containing said longitudinal edges of said larger shell portion. 



13. (cancelled) 
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14. (previously presented) A filter device comprising a housing, said housing enclosing at least 
two fluid filtration compartments, each filtration compartment comprising at least one filter 
membrane having a first surface and a second surface, said first surface of each filter 
membrane being in fluid communication with at least one fluid flow port, said second surface 
being in fluid communication with at least one fluid flow port, adjacent filtration compartments 
being separated from each other by an internal wall, said housing comprising at least two 
longitudinally extending shell portions, one of said longitudinally extending shell portions of the 
housing describing less than one half of the perimeter of said housing; wherein one of said 
longitudinally extending shell portions has a first refractive index and another of said 
longitudinally extending shell portions has a second refractive index, said first refractive index 
being different from said second refractive index. 

15. (original) The filter device of Claim 14 wherein said one of said longitudinally extending 
shell portions is comprised of polycarbonate and said another of said longitudinally extending 
shell portions is comprised of polypropylene. 

16-32. (cancelled) 

33. (rejoined and currently amended) A method of making a filter device comprising the steps 
of 

forming a housing for enclosing at least two fluid filtration compartments, said housing 
comprising at least two longitudinally extending shell portions, one of said longitudinally 
extending shell portions of the housing describing less than one half of the perimeter of said 
housing, adjacent filtration compartments being separated from each other by an internal wall, 

placing at least one filter membrane having a first surface and a second surface 
longitudinally in each filtration compartment; 

closing said shell portions around said filter membranes to form said fluid filtration 
compartments; 

sealing adjacent edges of said shell portions; 

imbedding ends of said filter membranes in a potting compound; and 

capping the ends of said housing; said method further comprising providing at least two 
spaced apart generally planar walls in each fluid filtration compartment, said walls being in a 
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parallel relationship to each other and packing a plurality of filter membranes between said 
walls; said method 

Th e m e thod of c l a i m 32, further comprising 

forming one of said longitudinally extending shell portions from a substantially clear, 
uncoloured material at at least a boundary thereof, 

forming another of said longitudinally extending shell portions of a coloured material at at 
least a boundary of said another shell portion, and 

wherein said step of sealing adjacent edges comprises differential heating of said 
colored material and said uncoloured material by laser or electromagnetic radiation. 

34. (rejoined and currently amended) A method of making a filter device comprising the steps 
of 

forming a housing for enclosing at least two fluid filtration compartments, said housing 
comprising at least two longitudinally extending shell portions, one of said longitudinally 
extending shell portions of the housing describing less than one half of the perimeter of said 
housing, adjacent filtration compartments being separated from each other bv an internal wall, 

placing at least one filter membrane having a first surface and a second surface 
longitudinally in each filtration compartment; 

closing said shell portions around said filter membranes to form said fluid filtration 
compartments; 

sealing adjacent edges of said shell portions; 

imbedding ends of said filter membranes in a potting compound; and 

capping the ends of said housing; said method further comprising providing at least two 
spaced apart generally planar walls in each fluid filtration compartment, said walls being in a 
parallel relationship to each other and packing a plurality of filter membranes between said 
walls; said method Th e m e thod of c l a i m 32, f urther comprising 

forming one of said longitudinally extending shell portions from a first material having a 
first refractive index and 

forming another of said longitudinally extending shell portions from a second material 
having a second refractive index, said first refractive index being different from said second 
refractive index, and 
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wherein said step of sealing adjacent edges comprises differential heating of said first 
material and said second material by laser or electromagnetic radiation. 

35. (rejoined) The method of claim 34 comprising 

forming said one of said longitudinally extending shell portions from polycarbonate, and 
forming said another of said longitudinally extending shell portions from polypropylene. 

36. (original) A filter device comprising 
a housing, said housing having 

at least two longitudinally extending shell portions 

one of said longitudinally extending shell portions having a first optical property 

and 

another of said shell portions having a second optical property, said first optical 
property being different from said second optical property, 

at least one filter membrane disposed within said housing and extending longitudinally 
from a first end to a second end of said housing, 

end caps closing said ends of said housing, and 

at least one access port for introducing fluid into or out of said filter device. 

37. (rejoined) The filter device of Claim 36 wherein said optical property is colour. 

38. (original) The filter device of Claim 36 wherein said optical property is a refractive index. 

39. (original) The filter device of Claim 38 wherein said one of said longitudinally extending 
shell portions is comprised of polycarbonate and said another of said longitudinally extending 
shell portions is comprised of polypropylene. 

40. (rejoined) The filter device of Claim 36, wherein said longitudinally extending shell portions 
are welded together. 

41 . (rejoined) The filter device of Claim 40, wherein said longitudinally extending shell portions 
are laser welded. 
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42. (rejoined) The filter device of Claim 40, wherein said longitudinally extending shell portions 
are ultrasound welded. 

43. (rejoined) The filter device of Claim 36 wherein said housing further comprises an internal 
wall, said wall separating said housing into first and second compartments, said wall having 

a first wall portion extending from said one of said longitudinally extending shell portions 
and having said first refractive index and 

a second wall portion extending from said another of said longitudinally extending shell 
portions and having said second refractive index, said first wall portion being welded to said 
second wall portion. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krishnan S. Menon whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1 143. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vickie Kim can be reached on 571-272-0579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Krishnan S Menon/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



